






Educators Take Field Trip to Hohler Art Museum

During the 2008/09 school year, 
Arts @ Large partnered with vari-
ous Community Learning Centers 
(CLC) throughout Milwaukee Public 
Schools.

Arts @ Large has a long history of 
providing arts experiences in the 
aft er school and summer hours, but 
in 2008/09 A@L took this commit-
ment to the next level by providing 
full-programming to Clarke Street, 
Green Bay Avenue, Hopkins Street 
and 27th Street (formerly Urban 
Waldorf) CLCs in both the aft er-

school and summer hours. Students 
and staff  experienced a variety of 
arti st residencies, fi eld trips, art sup-
plies and professional development 
workshops. 

In preparati on 
for Green Bay 
Avenue’s CLC 
summer pro-
gram, CLC staff  
received a day 
long in-service 
training focused 
on their sum-

mer theme of African Culture. This 
workshop included supplying the 
program with art carts and African-
focused art curriculum. Staff  also 
experienced dance and movement 
workshops from two arti sts that 

would be at Green Bay 
during the summer, 
which gave the team a 
bett er understanding of 
the acti viti es students 
would soon experience. 
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On October 9th, Arts @ Large took 
nearly 30 teachers and school 
administrators to the John Michael 
Kohler Arts Center in Sheboygan, 
WI. Parti cipants toured the Ameri-
can Story exhibit and enjoyed a 
hands-on 
workshop with 
American Story 
arti st Xenobia 
Bailey. 

The American 
Story exhibit 
considers what 
it means to be 
an American, 
and explores 
the diversity of American culture 
through fi ft een arti sts who fuse per-
sonal identi ty and cultural heritage 

in compelling and illuminati ng works 
of art. Parti cipants had a chance to 
discuss the creati ve process with 
Bailey and learn about the inspira-
ti ons and heritage of her work.

 Originally 
from Seat-
tle, Wash-
ington, and 
now living 
in Harlem, 
New York, 
Bailey 
brings Afri-
can Ameri-
can roots 
music into 

visual terms with vibrant room-sized 
installati ons of crocheted mandalas, 
tents, and costumes. In a hands-on 

workshop with Bailey, Arts @ Large 
parti cipants added to an on-going 
installati on in The ARTery using a va-
riety of materials, as well as creati ng 
their own mandalas and decorati ve 
crowns. 

“I cannot thank you and the A@L 
team enough for setti  ng up that 
wonderful trip to Sheboygan,” says 
a Teacher from Garland Elementary 
School in Milwaukee. “Aft er a very, 
very hecti c week, it truly was a relax-
ing and reenergizing experience for 
a weary soul - dramati c, I know, but 
also true. We spend so much ti me 
nurturing our students that some-
ti mes we forget to nurture ourselves 
and we don’t even realize it unti l 
we’re forced (given an opportunity, 
rather) to slow down.” 

the diversity of American culture 
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“The artist-in-residence has allowed opportunities for our teachers to create 
lesson plans around the art activities and to further build on learned skills.”
-Teacher, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. School
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“Literacy is so important, and inte-
grati ng the arts is a great way to get 
students involved,” says Lisa Wood, 
the Literacy Coach at 53rd Street 
School. 

The arts are a powerful tool that 
can enhance and engage academic 
learning across the curriculum, and 
this summer, 53rd Street School 
chose to use the arts to augment its 
literacy program as part of its Arts @ 
Large summer programming. 

Summer organizers decided to bring 
in a myriad of arti sts who were able 
to connect storytelling, photogra-
phy, poetry, visual art and book-
making to enhance literacy in the 
classroom. “I sat with the arti sts and 
talked about integrati ng writi ng into 
their projects. They were so fl ex-
ible,” says Wood. “Arts @ Large did 

a great job integrati ng the arts into 
our summer program.”

53rd Street School opened its doors 
to Storyteller Mama Nomusa, 
who was able to get the younger 
students excited about the art of 
storytelling and 
helped them to 
tell their own 
stories through 
the writt en 
word and oral 
performances. 
African American 
Storyteller and Drummer Tejumola 
Ologboni worked with the older stu-
dents using history and traditi on to 
engage and help students to express 
themselves through the word.  

Jessica Poor from Woodland Pat-
tern Book Center worked with both 
students and teachers to create 
their own books. “The kids were so 
excited that they got to take books 
home and the teachers got excited 
to be involved with the bookmak-
ing,” says Wood. 

The middle school students par-
ti cipated in a project that involved 
photography, poetry, and creati ng 
and designing picture frames.  Stu-
dents worked with Photographers 

Tim Abler and Megan Vander Wyst 
to learn some techniques of picture 
taking and then went out into the 
fi eld to capture images from their 
community. Students chose their 
favorite image and worked with Vi-
sual Arti st Leah Schreiber to design 

and create their own 
shadow box picture 
frames. Finally, stu-
dents worked with 
Creati ve Writi ng Arti st 
Ryan Hurley to learn 
about the art of spo-
ken word poetry and 

create their own poems inspired by 
their photograph. 

“The photography and poetry proj-
ect was very advantageous for the 
middle school students,” says Wood. 
“It got them to come to summer 
school and kept them engaged once 
they were here. Especially the older 
kids who are hard to get engaged in 
literacy.” 

“This summer we had higher at-
tendance than previous years and 
we kept kids throughout the sum-
mer,” says Wood. “Students were 
so excited about the outcome not 
realizing that they’ve learned about 
literacy in the process.”

53rd Street School Connects Arts, Literacy

Did You Know...

Storyteller and Drummer Tejumola 
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100% of schools now in their 3rd year of the program have retained, reinstated 
(full or part time) or increased art and/or music specialists in their schools 
to ensure sustainability of the program. 



The 2009 Summer Arts Camp 
brought community arti st educa-
tors, teachers, aft er-school pro-
viders and school administrators 
together for four exciti ng workshops 
throughout the summer that helped 
to integrate inclusive arts program-
ming into the classroom. 

In the ‘Dance for Life’ workshop 
with Xalaat Africa and DanceCircus, 

parti cipants learned the art of Afri-
can Caribbean drumming with Xa-

laat Africa’s Yaya Kambaya of Sene-
gal and built their skills in “Afrobics”, 
dance for fi tness, for K3-5th grade 
and middle schoolers with Roxanne 
Kess of Xalaat.  Parti cipants then 
worked with Bett y Salamun during 
an aft ernoon of dancing for literacy 
with DanceCircus.  This workshop 
provided a variety of literacy and 
creati ve movement techniques that 
can be use to moti vate students to 

acti vely learn.
 
Sculptor Steve Wirtz dem-
onstrated his techniques 
with laminated paper, a 
great medium for introduc-
ing students to the world 
of sculpture. This hands-on 
workshop allowed parti ci-
pants to create a their very 
own paper mache animal 
sculputure while the group 

worked together to create an “Arts 
@ Large Mouth Bass.” 

In the ‘Bookmaking for Literacy’ 
workshop with Robin Kinney, par-
ti cipants discovered the learning 
connecti on between hand-bound 
books and improved literacy. Parti ci-
pants created three diff erent books 
and learned how to combine writi ng 
projects into each book. 
 
Milwaukee media organizati on, 
C2, held a two-day workshop that 
focused on digital photography and 
video.  On the fi rst day, parti cipants 
had the opportunity to explore and 
experiment taking video and photos 
out in the fi eld.  On the second day, 
parti cipants took their photos and 
video and learned how to upload 
them to Web sites, use various pro-
grams to enhance the quality, and 
tons of other creati ve ways to use 
multi media in the classroom!

Summer Arts Camp 2009 Breaks a Leg

In an eff ort to conti nue our mission 
of sustainability in the arts, Arts @ 
Large purchased art carts and multi -
media kits for schools. Each color-
ful, 20-drawer art 
cart brims with a 
variety of art sup-
plies, from paint-
brushes to glue 
guns to googley 
eyes. The art carts 
come with an Art 
Cart Manual that 
provides a vari-

ety of resources to help classroom 
teachers uti lize these materials and 
integrate the arts into school cur-
riculum. Arts @ Large staff  has pre-
pared a hands-on training session to 
help schools get comfortable using 
these materials. 

In additi on, multi media kits were 
purchased to give schools the op-
portunity to explore art forms such 
as photography and videography, as 
well as the ability to document the 
great programs and events happen-

ing in their schools. 
The multi media kits include a digital 
camera, video camera, microphone, 
voice recorder and more! As multi -
media becomes a more relevant art 
form and tool for creati ve com-
municati on, it is integral to provide 
schools with these resources and 
opportuniti es. Arts @ Large provides 
numerous training sessions that help 
teachers and arti st educators learn 
how to use a variety of multi media 
tools and how to integrate multi me-
dia arts into the classroom. 

Giving Schools the Tools to Create
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www.artsatlargeinc.org

“I’m always learning new and better ways of being an effective 
artist-in-residence with each project.” 
-Steve Wirtz, Sculpture
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Students Tour ‘Wounded in America’ Exhibit
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Arts @ Large Schools were invited 
for a special tour of the photojour-
nalism exhibit on display at Cardinal 
Stritch University called “Wounded 
in America.”

The humanitarian “Wounded in 
America” project documents the 
oral histories and portraits of a 
diverse group of American gun 
violence survivors. By documenti ng 
these stories and portraits, the art-
ists, photographer Robert Drea and 
writer Stephanie Arena, endeavor to 
bring a true picture of gun violence 
and its consequences to Americans, 
and to sensiti ze them to its crushing 

eff ects. The project documents the 
life-altering consequences of gun-
shot wounds on survivors from di-
verse backgrounds and communiti es 
across the United States. It reveals 
the full spectrum of gun violence in 
the U.S. and the devastati ng out-
come for all types of Americans. 

Arts @ Large sent 13 Milwau-
kee Schools to tour this powerful 
exhibit. 4th-8th grade students 
learned how the exhibit was created 
and engaged in discussion about the 
eff ects of gun violence and strate-
gies of preventi on. 

“The English Learning students were able to participate with the regular edu-
cation students. The experience was very patient and easy going, which made 

the English Learning students comfortable and willing to do the work.”
-Teacher, Garland Elementary School

Arts @ Large is proud to an-
nounce the launch of our brand 
new Web site! This creati ve space 
is packed with resources, event 
listi ngs, videos, news arti cles and 
much more!

Check it out at www.artsatlar-
geinc.org and let us know what 
you think.

Special thanks to Gina Johnson 
for the design and ENTECH for the 
programming! 

New Web site Launched! 
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Building Community Workshop, December 4th, 2009
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“Could we keep Arts @ Large at Kagel School for as long as we can?”
 -Dr. Hector Perez-Laboy, Principal Kagel Elementary School 

A@L Staff/Board

Arts @ Large invites all interested 
arti st educators, teachers, school 
administrators and aft er-school 
providers to our annual Teacher/
Arti st Educator Forum. This year’s 
event will provide a variety of work-
shops around the theme of ‘Building 
Community with Arts Wide Open’ 
and will be held at the new RedLine 
Milwaukee (1422 N. 4th St. Milwau-

kee, WI) on December 4th, from 
9:00am-3:00pm. 

RedLine is an urban laboratory 
that seeks to nourish the individual 
practi ce of contemporary art and to 
sti mulate the creati ve potenti al of 
the local community to which they 
are linked. RedLine is dedicated to 
providing emerging and mid-career 

visual arti sts with an immersive 
environment for studio practi ce, 
refl ecti on, collegial dialogue and 
communal service. 

Registrati on for this event is re-
quired and will be available on 
the Arts @ Large Web site (www.
artsatlargeinc.org) by November 1st, 
2009. 


